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Changing Climate, Changing Basin:   
A planning and action initiative with local governments and First Nations 
Climate Change Adaptation 
The climate we have experienced in the last century will not be 
the same as the climate of the future. Greenhouse gas emissions 
are contributing to climate change and it is clear that reducing 
our emissions is important.  At the same time, we must also plan 
and adapt to present and forecasted impacts. 
 
An important place to start to prepare for climate change is at 
the local and regional levels where the impacts are felt and their 
significance understood.  Changing Climate, Changing Basin is a 
regional planning and action initiative with local governments 
and First Nations to take tangible steps toward preparing for cli-
mate change impacts. 
 
The Goal 
The goal of the Changing Climate, Changing Basin initiative is to 
support communities in the Canadian Columbia Basin to:  
1. Increase their adaptive capacity and resiliency related to 
climate change impacts at a local community level.  
2. Address climate change at a local community level by identi-
fying the range of potential impacts, assessing local vulner-
abilities and sensitivities and developing strategies for ad-
dressing climate change impacts. 
Objectives 
The objective of this initiative is to identify and work with up to 
three communities in the Basin over the next 18 months and sup-
port these communities in: 
  Increasing knowledge and understanding of climate change 
and its local biophysical, social, and economic impacts. 
  Identifying local vulnerabilities and sensitivities related to 
climate change. 
  Identifying adaptation and mitigation actions that minimize 
negative impacts without increasing greenhouse emissions. 
  Identifying local opportunities resulting from climate change 
and adaptation actions to enhance these opportunities with-
out increasing greenhouse emissions. 
  Developing implementation plans based on the identified 
actions. 
 
Knowledge, Partnerships and Learning 
This initiative will provide technical resources and expertise to 
support three local communities in the Basin to develop climate 
change adaptation plans. These adaptation plans will identify 
practical actions that can be taken at the community level to 
address local climate change impacts. The success of local initia-
tives depends heavily on the active participation of all major 
interest groups within each community.  
 
New knowledge and learning will emerge throughout the process.  
Communities will be encouraged to connect, share knowledge 
and learn together so that the Basin as a whole will benefit. 
 
Communities Taking Action 
Decisions made today about how we manage our community 
growth, utilize our natural resources, and deliver essential ser-
vices shape how resilient we will be to climate variability and 
change. Integrating information about potential climate change 
impacts into decision making can help to reduce sensitivities, 
seize opportunities and ultimately, lead to developing a more 
climate resilient community.  
 
This Initiative is a partnership between the Columbia Basin Trust 
and a host of academic, First Nations and governmental institu-
tions at the local and provincial levels.  
Warmer winters. Warmer, drier summers. Lower summer stream and river flows.  Loss of glacial mass.   
Rising snowlines.  Earlier spring runoffs. Climate change is happening right now. 
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Description of Initiative 
Contact: Michelle Laurie, Coordinator, Changing Climate, Changing Basin 
Email: michelle.k.laurie@gmail.com or Phone: 1-800-505-8998 
The Columbia Icefields are a local example of increasing glacial melt 
www.cbt.org/climatechange 
